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problems involving the combining of the essentials of two
isolated experiences in order to reach a goal are too difficult
for children below six years of age.20 This ability develops
among children at widely different ages, and the time of its
appearance varies with the mental age of the child. How-
ever, children as young as three years have the ability to
use a simple form of rational learning.21 They increase
with age and intelligence in this ability to complete a prob-
lem and to eliminate errors. The entire field becomes
structured as a result of the first success. Experimental
behavior in which hypotheses emerge and are controlled ap-
pears at about six years of age. It is therefore important to
help nursery school children discover the rational organiza-
tion of the learning problems with which they are con-
fronted.
The ability to solve problems can be improved by training.
At the University of Iowa twelve children who reacted to
difficult situations or failure in immature ways were given
over a period of three months, under supervision, oppor-
tunities to attack interesting problems suited to their indi-
vidual abilities. As they learned to meet these situations,
the difficulty of the problems was gradually increased. This
training resulted in consistent improvement and a marked
superiority to the performance of the group which had not
received the training.
LEARNING   TO   REMEMBER
"Oh, I forgot!" The preschool child is not the only one
who has occasion to say this, but he does say it frequently.
Forgetting to do what mother tells him may be due to a
number of causes. He may have been told to do too many
things at once, instead of being helped to establish one or
two habits at a time. Perhaps he has not been given suffi-
cient practice in carrying out commissions and delivering
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